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Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / Aug. 4

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Cyprus
August 3, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report on
progress toward a negotiated settlement of the
Cyprus question covering the period April 1–
May 31, 2000. The previous submission covered
events during February and March 2000.

Following President Clerides’ surgery in early
May, the United Nations rescheduled the re-
commencement of Cyprus talks for July 5 in
Geneva. Despite this delay, U.S. officials re-
mained actively engaged in efforts to bring
about a comprehensive Cyprus settlement based
on a bizonal, bicommunal federation. Secretary
of State Madeleine Albright underscored the
United States commitment to a Cyprus solution

with her Greek and Turkish counterparts in
early May.

Special Presidential Emissary Alfred H.
Moses, Special Cyprus Coordinator Thomas G.
Weston, and U.S. Ambassador to Cyprus Donald
K. Bandler reinforced these messages with the
Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot leadership
and urged all parties to support positive move-
ment in the United Nations-sponsored talks.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations. This letter was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on August 4.

Statement Announcing an Upcoming Visit and Further Assistance to
Colombia
August 4, 2000

I am pleased to announce I will travel on
August 30 to Colombia to meet with President
Andres Pastrana and to personally underscore
America’s support for Colombia’s efforts to seek
peace, fight illicit drugs, build its economy, and
deepen democracy. I am delighted that Speaker
Dennis Hastert and Senator Joe Biden, two
longtime champions of peace and democracy in
Colombia, will join me on the trip.

Colombia’s success is profoundly in the inter-
est of the United States. A peaceful, democratic,
and economically prosperous Colombia will help
to promote democracy and stability throughout
the hemisphere.

I have also signed a Presidential decision di-
rective ordering, as a matter of national priority,
an intensified effort to aid the Colombian Gov-
ernment in implementing Plan Colombia—
President Pastrana’s bold plan to build a better
future for his country.

The Presidential decision directive com-
plements and supports the $1.3 billion assistance
package that I requested from Congress, and
that Democrats and Republicans passed in a
bipartisan spirit last month. The cornerstone of
our Colombia initiative, this supplemental in-
cludes a tenfold increase in U.S. funds to pro-
mote good government, judicial reform, human
rights protection, and economic development in
Colombia. It will help Colombia strengthen its
democracy while helping the Government
staunch the flow of drugs to our shores.

This directive, along with the sharp increase
in funding from Congress, will intensify our ef-
forts to help the Colombian Government imple-
ment its comprehensive national strategy. It is
the right way to advance America’s interests in
the region, and I am proud of the bipartisan
effort that has made it possible.
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